Minutes of Neenah Central City Business Improvement District Board
May 16, 2023 —8:00 am
Neenah City Hall — Council Chambers

PRESENT: Board Members: Alex Wenzel, Michelle Bauer, Alex Noskowiak, Robert Wedge, Umer
Sheikh, George Brownell, John Skyrms, Bob Gillespie, Tori Dorn, LeAnn Wasinger and Christine
Rondeau. Also present: Assistant Executive Director Sara Hanneman (FNI), Mayor Jane Lang and
Community Development Specialist Samantha Jefferson (City of Neenah Community Development).

Approve minutes of May 16, 2023 meeting: MSC Gillespie/Dorn, the BID Board to approve the
minutes of the May 16, 2023 BID Board meeting. Motion passed.

Public Appearances: None.

Financials:

Bills for Approval: MSC Rondeau/Skyrms, the BID Board to approve the bill packet for $9,395.36.
Motion passed.

This is sixty days of bills and there is no budget status report this month as last month’s meeting was the
walking tour.

Executive Committee:

Thank you of the Month: Assistant Executive Director Hanneman thanked Member Gillespie for his
generosity in having some of his employees help around the downtown. She also thanked Retention and
Recruitment committee members for their dedication and for their willingness to meet on short notice.

Retention & Recruitment Committee:

Marketplace Awning Grant — It is planned that all of the Marketplace awnings will be replaced (large
awning in front and two, possibly three in the back). The bid for this work is $5,677 ($7,642 inclusive of
Fibre) and the owner is asking for a $2,000 grant. The owner attempted to get the required number of
bids but did not hear back from the contractor after multiple attempts to contact them.

MSC Wasinger/Gillespie, the BID Board to approve an Awning grant for the Marketplace Building
for the amount of $2,000. Member Shiekh abstained. Motion passed.

201 West Awning Grant — This application is for Bona Fide Juicery Logo to be added to the awning at
201 West building. The franchise already has a contractor who does this for the company so the owners
did not ask for other bids.

MSC Skyrms/Noskowiak, the BID Board to approve an Awning grant for Bona Fide Juicery (201
W. Wisconsin Ave.) for the amount of $500. Motion passed.

Retention and Recruitment Grant: 201 West — This application is for Bona Fide Juicery buildout in the
201 West building. The franchise already has a contractor who does this for the company so the owners
did not ask for other bids.
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MSC Shiekh/Bauer, the BID Board to approve a Retention and Recruitment grant for Bona Fide
Juicery (201 W. Wisconsin Ave.) for the amount of $5,000. Motion passed.

Maintenance Committee:

District Walk Through June 20: Members commented that the walk through of the district went very well.
New items we discussed and things that had been discussed last year had been improved/implemented.

Co-Op meeting will occur this fall.

Assistant Executive Director Hanneman was doing research on different placemaking grants available in
various cities and came across $250 placemaking grants that do not require a match. Members discussed
the idea of adding this as an option (the BID would continue to offer a $500 grant with a 50/50 match).
Some members like the idea while some feel that property owners should need to offer up some amount.

Public Relations and Marketing Committee:

#SupportLocalEverything — July 22; Summer Madness Sale — August 3-5; Boogie Downtown — August
23; Ultimate Ladies Day — September 9.

Report from June 13 Meeting: Employee Appreciation Day was a success — stations needed to get more
food items several times. Between 1,200 and 1,300 people are signed up for Log Your Loops. Ultimate
Ladies Day will be at the Double Tree but the food will be catered in from Bridgewood. On July 22, if
you spend $25 downtown, you will receive tokens to spend at the Farmer’s Market.

City of Neenah Updates:

Q&A — Member Gillespie mentioned that he had spoken with the owner of Jessica’s Beauty and Barber
and she was concerned about the potential of a parking ramp being put on her property and the public
lamppost near her property to which electrical access was cut during the Plexus project.

Business View Magazine Story — In the recent issue of Business View Magazine, an expansive spread
was done on Neenah.

Marketplace Lot Construction — the Marketplace Lot will be redone in the coming months. A more
accurate timeline will be given to the downtown when it has been determined.

Future Neenah Updates:

Placemaking Grant: Future Neenah — Future Neenah is commissioning a local artist to complete a mural
that will be put on panels and affixed to the building facing the public bike parking patio.

MSC Gillespie/Skyrms, the BID Board to approve an Placemaking grant for Future Neenah in the
amount of $500. Motion passed.

Farm to Table is sold out and will be held at the Plaza this year. The evening concert that was rained out
will be moved to August. DORA has been going very well and there have been no negative comments.
Mayor Lang said the only concern that was raised was vendors not keeping a close enough eye on who
was grabbing/distributing alcohol. This should be by registered bartenders.

Round Table and Information Sharing:
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Tricia’s Treasures is leaving the downtown. Kinley Kay is now on the third floor of the Chase building.

Announcements and future agenda items: Next Meeting — August 15

The Board adjourned at 9:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Samantha Jefferson
Community Development Specialist, Community Development



