
Minutes of Neenah Central City Business Improvement District Board 

July 16, 2024 – 8:00 am 

Hauser Room – Neenah City Hall 

 

PRESENT: Board Members: Alex Wenzel, Bob Gillespie, George Brownell, Umer Shiekh, Alex 

Noskowiak, Robert Wedge, Ald. Mark Ellis, Tori Dorn, and Christine Rondeau.  Also present: Executive 

Director Brent Bowman (FNI), Assistant Executive Director Sara Hanneman, Mayor Jane Lang, Deputy 

Director of Community Development Brad Schmidt, Community Development Intern Michael Burrows 

and Community Development Specialist Samantha Jefferson (City of Neenah Community Development). 

 

Approve minutes of May 21, 2024 meeting: MSC Ellis/Dorn, the BID Board to approve the minutes 

of the May 21, 2024 BID Board meeting.  Motion passed. 

 

Public Appearances: None. 

 

Financials:   

 

Bills for Approval: MSC Gillespie/Dorn the BID Board to approve the bill packet for $6,130.74. 

Motion passed. 

 

Executive Committee:   

 

New Committee Members are always welcome to be on subcommittees. 

 

Placer AI Software: Members discussed the data and said it would be valuable if the data was actionable.  

Using it to attract sponsorships and to recruit specific businesses/types of businesses may be ways to use 

the data.   

 

WDAC Conference Follow Up: Assistant Executive Director Hanneman attended the WDAC Conference 

in Wausau.  She was able to take notes and photos of things in their downtown that may inspire new 

things in Neenah’s downtown.   

 

Retention & Recruitment Committee:   

 

No Meeting/No Report. 

 

Maintenance Committee:   

 

Trees/Lighting (separate working cmte needed – volunteers): Assistant Executive Director Hanneman 

discussed the urgency to start deciding on lighting, trees and décor for the upcoming holiday season.  Ald. 

Mark Ellis volunteered to be on the committee.   

 

Annual District Walk Through June 18 Recap: The consensus of members was that Downtown Neenah is 

doing very well.  Ald. Ellis said that the Downtown was not just surviving but thriving.  Member Wenzel 

said that he appreciated seeing the little details that come up during the walk throughs.   

 

Picnic Tables & Lighting in Gateway: These amenities have been added to Gateway Park thanks to a 

partnership with the BID and the city.   
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Public Relations and Marketing Committee:   

 

Memorial Day – Labor Day = Log Your Loops; Thru October 12 = Farmer’s Market (Kid’s Day July 20); 

August 1-3 Summer Sale; August 22 = Farm to Table (Sold Out in ten minutes); August 28 = Boogie 

Downtown (stage 100 Block); September 14 = Ladies Day; October 5 = Wine Walk; October 26 = Old 

Fashioned Saturday; November 7 = PreHoliday Shop and Stroll; Ongoing Fall = Last Light: Neenah 

(New) 

 

Report from July 11 meeting: The Beach Crawl was canceled due to low number of tickets purchased.  

Assistant Executive Director Hanneman asked that businesses inform that they can and encourage 

customers to park in the ramp.  Around 1,600 people have signed up for Log Your Loops. There are 

kayak rental stations in Herb and Dolly and Doty Parks.  Lion’s Tail OctoberFest will be September 20-

21 and the Pow Wow will be September 14th.   

 

Round Table and Information Sharing:  

 

Member Rondeau told the board that the Natural Boutique will partner with non-profit organizations and 

help them with a flower fundraiser. 

 

Future Neenah Updates:  

 

The suggested downtown DORA will be discussed at the Public Services and Safety meeting on July 30th.   

 

City of Neenah Updates: Deputy Director Schmidt explained that the Community Development 

department has been reviewing the standards for sidewalk furniture/sandwich boards and will be updating 

the ordinance and applications for these amenities.  Currently, many businesses have not applied for the 

necessary license nor has the city been enforcing this. In speaking with the city’s legal team, it is clear 

that a certification of insurance is needed from the businesses for these items and certain standards must 

be maintained.  Community Development is continuing to work towards a final draft to be taken to 

council.  Member Wedge suggested speaking with businesses about the ideas they may have for this 

process.   

  

Mayor Lang updated the board on the Arrowhead Master Plan – RFQs and RFPs have been sent out for 

an engineering plan.  It is expected that a firm will be chosen by the end of August.  The budget process is 

underway.  Groundbreaking for the new Boys and Girls Club will be coming up in September.  The topic 

of malt beverages being allowed to be sold in c-stores will be reviewed by council in the coming weeks.  

The Mayor also mentioned that she has been asked about flooding by WBAY and that our engineering 

can be over its limits during a deluge but the water does go down. 

 

Deputy Director Schmidt, Assistant Executive Director Hanneman and Corey Scott from RDG have been 

asked to present on Downtown Neenah and the Neenah Next Downtown Plan at the APA Conference in 

Madison in September. 

 

Announcements and future agenda items:   

 

Next meeting: August 20, 2024 

 

The Board adjourned at 9:07 a.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted,  
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Samantha Jefferson 

Community Development Specialist, Community Development 


