
Joint Committee of the Whole/Park & Recreation Commission Minutes 
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 - 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
 
Purpose:  Arrowhead Park Phase 1A 70% design update.  
 
Committee of the Whole Present:  Alderpersons Bates, Lendrum, Erickson, Spellman, 
Steele, Kunz, Stevenson and Mayor Kaufert.  Alderperson Boyette and Lang were excused.  
 
Also Present:  City Attorney Godlewski, City Clerk Sturn, Director of Finance Easker, Director 
of Community Development & Assessment Haese & Director of Public Works Kaiser. 
 
Park & Recreation Commission Present:  President Lawell, Commissioners Zaretzke, 
Hancock-Cooke, Hillstrom, Vedder, Louden, Council Rep Kunz.  Commissioner Kelly and 
Galloway were excused.  
 
Also Present:  Park & Recreation Director Kading, Superintendent of Recreation Kluge, 
Recreation Supervisor Schott, Superintendent of Park Fink, SEH Rep Jeff Saxby, Stantec Rep 
Jon Gumtow, Gries Architectural Group Rep Mark Keating, Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade reps John 
Benberg & Ryan Pheifer and Scott Becher.   
 
Council President Stevenson called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
Park & Recreation President Lawell called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Arrowhead Park Marketing Pamphlet 
Park & Recreation Director Kading introduced Ryan Pheifer who is working on the Building & 
Grounds Committee of the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade. Ryan introduced John Benberg, the new 
Executive Director of the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade.                 
 
Dir.  Kading presented the marketing pamphlet created by the Park & Rec Commission entitled, 
“Discover Arrowhead Park – A Place to Connect.  It has always been his goal to pull all the 
dollars related to this project to either grant dollars, fund raising or other opportunities for folks 
in the community to become involved in the project.  He asked everyone to review the pamphlet 
and provide feedback.      
 
Arrowhead Park Phase 1A 70% Design Presentation 
SEH Rep Jeff Saxby and Stantec Rep Jon Gumtow gave a brief presentation on Arrowhead Park 
Phase 1A 70% design.  Jeff Saxby reviewed items included in the Arrowhead Park Phase 1A 
design, particularly the parking and driveway design.  The design includes public access, rail 
crossing, the “carriage” road and Millview Drive.  Jon Gumtow reviewed the Touch the Water 
Design and Riparian Habitat Restoration Design.  Jeff outlined the costs:  the “carriage” road 
$1.6 million; Millview Drive $172,000, Habitat Restoration $367,000 and the Touch the Water 
Design $66,000; for total cost of $2,259,000.   
 
They anticipate getting everything to the DNR for review by the end of next week.  Two permits 
are required:  a Storm Water Permit; and an Exemption for Development on a historic fill Sight or 
licensed landfill site.  Upon approval by the DNR, they intend to complete 70-100% Design from 
January to April.  Potentially bid April to May.  Approve the bid in June and begin construction in 
June to complete in fall.   
 
Jeff Saxby and Jon Gumtow answered questions from the Committee / Commission.    
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Ald. Stevenson questioned the funding source.  Dir. Kading advised that $1.4 million dollars 
were budget for this project leaving a significant gap of $800,000.  He will need to look at the 
specifics and see what can be revised.  Jeff Saxby advised the DNR allows pairing back on 
permit applications.   
 
Mayor Kaufert asked why cut the living trees down to create the fish sticks why not bring in 
dead trees.  Jon Gumtow responded to Mayor Kaufert indicating the DNR has a requirement 
that there are no trees or woody material on this old landfill.  Those trees must be cut down.  
Absent this project, those trees need to come down anyway as part of the maintenance 
program for this landfill.    
 
Ald. Steele questioned what will happen to the trees currently on this property if trees are not 
allowed.  Jon Gumtow advised that the biggest design challenge is to avoid the clay cap that 
is under the topsoil.  The berm they are proposing will add additional soil volume and they 
would use certain species of trees only in that area.  Dir. Kading further advised that at some 
point in time we will be able to plant tree however they will need to be selected species.  We 
will work with Superintendent Fink to find out what species can be planted out there with 
shallow root systems.  Then we need to develop a management plan on how to handle a fallen 
tree.   
 
Ald. Steele expressed concern over promoting fishing since you cannot eat the fish.  Jon 
Gumtow advised that since the PCB cleanup fish advisories have been removed by the DNR.   
 
MSC Lendrum/ Steele to convene into closed session of the Committee of the Whole at 
6:44 p.m. pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(e) to discuss bargaining strategy regarding a 
potential public access development project on Arrowhead Park, all voting aye.  
 
MSC Hillstrom/Vedder to convene into closed session of the Park & Recreation 
Commission at 6:44 p.m. pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(e) to discuss bargaining 
strategy regarding a potential public access development project on Arrowhead Park, 
all voting aye.  
 
Adjournment 
 
The Committee/Commission did not go back into open session, they adjourned in closed session.   
 
MSC Kunz/Bates to adjourn the Committee of the Whole at 7:25 p.m., all voting aye. 
 
MSC Hillstrom/Vedder to adjourn the Park & Recreation Commission at 7:25 p.m., all voting 
aye. 
 

         
        Patricia A. Sturn, WCPC/MMC  
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