FEB 112015

CITY OF NEENAH February 11, 2015

To  City of Neenah Common Council
Re  Petition regarding Sidewalks on Marathon Avenue, Bruce Street and Alexander Drive

The purpose of the attached petition from the residents and property owners in Forest Manor
Subdivision, Bruce Street and Alexander Drive is as follows:

“ PETITION TO CANCEL THE CITY OF NEENAH'S 2015 SIDEWALK PROJECTS FOR
MARATHON AVENUE, BRUCE STREET AND ALEXANDER DRIVE UNTIL THE CITY

PRESENTS A FACT BASED, COMPREHENSIVE SIDEWALK PLAN FOR EXISTING

LOCAL, SUB-COLLECTOR AND COLLECTOR STREETS HAVING INCOMPLETE OR
NO SIDEWALKS.”

The initiative for this petition came from property owners on Marathon Avenue but was expanded to
Bruce and Alexander as a result of citizen interest and based on how the budget item is worded. We
hope the City Council will strongly consider this request by the 182 residents and 2 contractors (with
property directly affected in the area) who have signed the petition.

The point of this petition is that the Council is making decisions on personal agendas not supported by
facts, and against the wishes of the majority of the residents in the area.  Claims that vehicle traffic
travels at high rates of speed; the Marathon Avenue speed humps have not done any good; the street is
dangerous to walk on; etc. are subjective and not fact-based. The last speed study that we are aware
of (two to three years ago) regarding effectiveness of the speed humps indicated that speeds were
within the expected range in the area of the speed humps, but not in the areas north of Parkwood.

Here are additional facts that the Council might want to consider from the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (last updated 2006):

58% of “pedestrian crashes” occur crossing a street either midblock or at crosswalks

19% occur not in the road (ex., parking lots), or involve a backing vehicle (out of driveway, for
example), or working and playing in the road.

16% are listed as “other”
Only 8% occur walking along a road
Could we, in fact, be increasing the risk to pedestrians by the current sidewalk initiatives?
Additional questions where no facts seem to be considered or discussed by the Council are:
e How many pedestrian accidents occur annually in the city of Neenah?

e Are there more pedestrian accidents on streets without sidewalks than on streets with
sidewalks?



s What are the average speeds on Marathon, Bruce and Alexander Dr. compared to posted speed
limits?

s What is the pedestrian count on these streets and others throughout the city where sidewalks
may be considered?

+« How did some streets with fairly heavy walking, jogging and vehicle traffic get exempted from
sidewalks? Examples include Lakeshore Drive, South Park Avenue and the eastern end of

Wisconsin Avenue.

e What are your fact-based criteria for sidewalk decisions?

In summary:

1. The households directly affected by assessments for sidewalks and who have signed the petition
are as follows:

a. 19 of 19 on Marathon Avenue
b. 16 of 18 on Alexander Drive
¢. 4 of 5 on Bruce Street
Totals 39 of 42 affected property owners signed the petition.

2. Another 74 households not directly affected by assessments, but who live in the neighborhood
or walk this area frequently, supported the petition.  if we would have expanded the scope of
the petition to a greater surrounding area, we feel the results would have been similar.

Please read the many comments on the petition. Overwhelmingly, people feel their money could be
much better spent on things like the round-a-bout on Marathon and Castle Oak or for projects where

there is more citizen support.

We ask the Council to remove these 2015 sidewalk spending plans for Marathon Avenue, Bruce Street
and Alexander Drive and utilize these funding resources to develop city-wide plans based on facts and
surveys rather than agendas and subjective information by individual representatives.
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Petition on the sidewalks

- Wendrick, Stephanie

to:

'psturn(@ci.neenah.wi.us'

02/11/2015 12:21 PM

Hide Details

From: "Wendrick, Stephanie” <SWENDRIC@amfam.com>
To: "'psturn(@ci.neenah.wi.us"' <psturn@ci.neenah.wi.us>,

Hi Parry,

Please remove our names from the petition AGAINST the sidewalks on Marathon and
Bruce. We are FOR the sidewalks.

Thank you, Stephanie

Stephanie Wendrick 135 As . | B
Leslie John Wendrick 135 5\‘“\\’% cole ?’QCC

WE APPRECIATE YOUR REFERRALS!

Tponce Wnpek

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

-]

Stephanie Wendrick

Stephanie Wendrick Agency
(920)-954-6110-office
(855)-235-9332-fax

1717 E. Calumet Street
Appleton, WI 54915
stephanie.wendrick@amfam.com

"Some Husbands & Wives Do Not Believe In Life Insurance:
All Widowers and Widows Do."
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